Human & Experimental Toxicology has flourished under the editorships of Professor Robert Kroes. His goal has been to develop the journal as an important forum for papers addressing mechanistic issues in toxicology in a human setting. The overall goal has been to promote the chances of quantitative risk assessment of chemical and biological factors for humans. The development of the journal in the recent past beautifully reflects reaching of this goal. Knowing the mechanisms of a toxic compound is often the ultimate key for assessing qualitative and quantitative risks of the chemical to humans. This is particularly important, as the use of humans in toxicological experiments is in most cases unethical, and can thus be justified in rare cases. Thus, deriving information from other sources and understanding the basic mechanisms of toxic actions becomes crucial. Professor Kroes has succeeded excellently in promoting these goals.
There are no reasons to change the basic orientation of the journal. The papers published in HET during the last 5 years have covered a wide variety of topics, and have reflected the accepted goals of the HET. Also, attempts to continuously improve the quality of the papers published in the journal have been successful because of efforts of Professor Kroes, Dr A Wallace Hayes, Editor for the Americas, and the members of the Editorial Board. They all deserve wholehearted thanks.
I want to continue the traditions of the journal and the excellent collaboration with Dr A Wallace Hayes, as well as all the members of the Editorial Board. When a new Editor comes on board, there may be slight changes in the preferred topics even though the basic orientation would remain the same. Ultimately, the contents of the journal of course depends on the authors, on the type of papers they submit to the journal. The current basis of HET is healthy and I find it is a privilege to have a chance to continue the work of the previous editors, Professors Robert Kroes and Anthony Dayan. For this reason, my important goal will also be to maintain the high integrity of the editorial policies of the journal. 
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